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PRESS RELEASE 


MUSEUM OPENS EXHIBITION OF ANIMAL SCULPTURES 


Sculptors specializing in animal subjects flourished in France in the 
nineteenth century. Twenty-four examples of their work, drawn from the collections 
of The Cleveland Museum of Art, will be exhibited in "Animals as Romantic Icons 
in French Art." The show opens at the Museum on April 8 and closes July 27. 

Henry Hawley, chief curator of Later Western Art and a specialist in 
French decorative arts, has organized the exhibition. It presents a theme that 
was new to the nineteenth-century Romantic: that animals can be the central actors 
in emotionally-charged scenes, rather than peripheral to human drama as had been 
true throughout most of Western art, and that such representations of animals 
can rouse intense responses in artists and in viewers. 

Chief among these French sculptors was Antoine-Louis Barye (1796-1875) . 

His powerful images of animals — in combat, tearing at prey, crouching in fear — 
inspired a school of sculptors, the animaliers , as they were called. Bronze 
sculptures by Barye and his contemporaries form the nucleus of the exhibition, 
and shown with them are four paintings and 22 prints, also from the Museum's 
collections, of dramatic subjects in which animals play important parts. 

There will be talks in the exhibition gallery on Wednesday, April 2, and 
Sunday, April 6, at 1:30 pm. 
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For additional information or photographs, please call the Public Information Office, 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


